
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Executive Member for Place, Paul Claussen

To: Informal Executive Meeting, 2 January 2019

Author: Clive Rayner, Grant Officer, Norfolk Community Foundation

Subject: Match Funding (large) application 

Purpose: To consider the decision to award funding to Dereham Town Council

Recommendation:

1) That the Executive Member for Place approves the following grant award:
 £20,000 (or 10% of the project costs, whichever is the lower amount) to 

Dereham Town Council to significantly expand play provision at the Toftwood 
Play Area in Limassol Road.

BACKGROUND – Dereham Town Council 

1.1 Dereham Town Council is seeking funding of £20,000 to contribute a project to 
expand play provision in Toftwood. A project costing £200,000 is proposed which 
will turn an area with very limited provision into a well-equipped area with facilities 
for children of all ages.

1.2 At present this play area features very limited toddler play equipment and a small 
football goal. The equipment to be provided will include swings, roundabouts, 
balancing equipment, climbing equipment, a cableway (zip wire) a sensory trail, 
springers, a playhouse, a sculpture trail, a bmx pump track, a trampoline, a 
sensory trail and a goal end. A number of items will be suitable for use by children 
with additional needs. These include an access spinner, a basket swing, a dish 
roundabout and musical instruments for sensory impairments. The design brief 
prepared for the project highlighted the need for the design of the landscaping and 
surfaces and specification of equipment to ensure that there is a provision for 
people of differing abilities including parents/carers as well as children. 

1.3 Breckland Council’s Open Spaces Assessment 2015 identified a deficit of play 
space in Dereham in comparison to the FIT standard with the town having a total 
deficit of 14.22 ha of children's play space. The quality of provision for toddler, 
junior and teens in the same study showed the value of play and quality of 
equipment across the town was poor. The Limassol Road site is in a residential 
area with many family houses and is some distance from any other play provision. 
This project will provide an extra 1.3 hectares of play space. Dereham Town 
Council has been working to improve provision elsewhere in the town and carried 
out a wide consultation as part of the earlier stages of this work. The consultation 
involved members of the public from all areas of the town including Toftwood. This 
consultation guided the Town Council in installing two other play areas which have 
been well received. As part of the Toftwood project the Council decided to refresh 
the consultation via Facebook. The comments from this were similar to the earlier 
consultation.
 

1.4 The Council’s design brief was sent to three companies based on the quality of 



the equipment they could provide. The resulting tenders were taken to a Full 
Council meeting in August 2018 where Councillors made the decision to appoint 
the supplier which best delivered against the brief and were best value, in terms of 
maximising play value. 

1.5 The project budget of £200,000 is evidenced by the supplier quote. All equipment 
is fully itemised and the cost includes site set-up, delivery, installation, safety 
surfacing and a post installation inspection report. The quote includes a supplier’s 
discount of £4,246 which brings the total cost to the round figure of £200,000. The 
project will be funded by £167,000 of the Towns Council’s own funds and grant 
applications are in progress to Awards for All (£10,000) and Tesco’s Bags for Life 
(£3,000). If a match funding grant is awarded the project will be 94% funded and 
is therefore very likely to be able to go ahead within a short period of time.

1.6 The application states that although planning permission is not necessary, the 
Town Council has opted to make a planning application as this provides for a 
systematic and formal consultation process. The planning application was 
submitted in November 2018. 

1.7 Dereham Town Council has confirmed that once installed the equipment will come 
under its inspection and maintenance regime and any necessary maintenance 
works will be funded from the precept.

2) OPTIONS

2.1 Fully fund the application set out in the report
2.2 Part fund the application set out in the report
2.3 Do nothing
3) REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)

3.1 The grant application meets the criteria of the scheme and will boost play provision 
in an area of Breckland that suffers from a shortfall of play opportunities. 

4) EXPECTED BENEFITS 

4.1  Provide an additional 1.3 hectares of play space. 
 Provide play provision easily accessible to around 5,000 people.

5) IMPLICATIONS
In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of 
the decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Equality & 
Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; Reputation; Risk 
Management; Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders/Consultation/Timescales; 
Transformation Programme; Other. Where the report author considers that there 
may be implications under one or more of these headings, these are identified 
below.

5.1 Financial

5.1.1 The Match Funding reserves held by Norfolk Community Foundation have a current 
balance of £87,250. There are therefore sufficient funds to meet the grant 
expenditure of £20,000 proposed in this report as well as the other large match 
funding application with a value of £20,000 and small match funding applications 



with a value of £11,430 that are being considered in January 2019.  

5.2 Corporate Priorities

5.2.1 The project supports the Breckland objectives of ‘supporting groups and 
organisations to provide a range of local facilities which improve learning 
opportunities, community health and community wellbeing’ and ‘support the 
Breckland Health and Wellbeing Partnership to address health and wellbeing 
issues.’ The project will provide an additional 1.3 hectares of play space in an area 
with a shortage of such opportunities. The area will encourage active play which will 
bring a range of health and wellbeing benefits. The area will also provide an 
opportunity for parents, grandparents and carers to interact which will help to 
address issues of isolation.
 

5.3 Stakeholders / Consultation / Timescales

5.3.1 Breckland members Phillip Duigan and Kate Millbank have confirmed their support 
for the project. Both comment that “it is recognised that there is a large shortfall of 
play space in Toftwood and therefore I can confirm that I fully support the grant 
application.”

6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 

6.1 Dereham Toftwood ward.

7.0 ACRONYMS 

7.1 NCF – Norfolk Community Foundation

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Clive Rayner, Grant Officer, 
Norfolk Community Foundation
Telephone Number: 01603 623958
Email: cliverayner@norfolkfoundation.com

Key Decision: No

Exempt Decision: No 

This report refers to a Discretionary Service 


